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FOR THE W ESTERN DISTRICT OF W ISCONSIN

 Local Rules

RULE 1  (LR 83 .5 ):  ADM ISSION OF LAW YERS

A .  A ny law yer licensed t o pract ice before any Unit ed States court  or t he highest  court  of  any state or t he Dist rict
of  Columbia is eligible for admission to pract ice in this court .

B.  To be admit t ed t o the bar of  t his court ,  a law yer must  complete a verif ied applicat ion for admission and pay
the prescribed fee.  

C.  By perm ission of  a judge or magist rat e judge, any law yer eligible for membership in t he bar of  t his court  may
proceed in a part icular mat ter w it hout  becoming a member of  t he bar of  t his court .  

D.  Non-resident  law yers need not  retain local counsel to assist  in t he presentat ion of  t heir cases unless specif ically
directed to do so by a judge or magist rate judge. 

RULE 2  (LR 72 .1 ):  UNITED STATES M AGISTRATE JUDGES

A .  The United States M agist rat e Judges in t his dist ric t  are designated t o hear and determ ine any pret rial mat ter
pending before this court ,  except  a mot ion f or injunct ive relief ,  f or judgment  on the pleadings, for summary judgment ,  to
dismiss or quash an indictment  or informat ion made by a defendant ,  t o suppress evidence in a crim inal case, t o dismiss
or to permit  maintenance of  a c lass act ion, t o dismiss f or f ailure t o state a c laim upon w hich relief  can be granted, or to
dismiss an act ion involuntarily .   

B.  The Unit ed States M agist rate Judges in this dist rict  are designated t o conduct  hearings, including ev ident iary
hearings, and t o submit  t o a judge of  t his court  proposed f indings of  f act  and recommendat ions for t he disposit ion by the
judge, of  any mot ion excepted in the preceding paragraph and of  applicat ions for post -t rial relief  m ade by indiv iduals
conv icted of  crim inal of f enses.  

C.  A ll civ il cases in w hich the part ies have consented pursuant  t o 28  U.S.C. §  636 (c)(1 ) and (2 ) t o have a Unit ed
St ates M agist rat e Judge exerc ise jurisdict ion are hereby referred to the f ull-t ime United States M agist rat e Judge st at ioned
at  M adison, W isconsin.   This order does not  lim it  t he pow er of  t his court  under 28  U.S.C. §  636 (c)(6 ) t o vacate the
reference of  c iv il cases to a magist rate judge.  

D.  The Unit ed States M agist rate Judges in this dist rict  are designated to perform any addit ional dut y  t hat  is not
inconsistent  w it h the Const it ut ion or law s of  t he Unit ed States.    

RULE 3  (LR 16 .6  CJ):  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

A .  Lit igant s are to consider t he use of  alt ernat ive dispute resolut ion (A DR) w it hin t hirt y  days of  defendant s'
appearance.

B. The clerk of  court  shall administer t he A DR program w hich procedures shall be conf ident ial.  A ny disclosure of
conf ident ial dispute resolut ion communicat ions is prohibit ed.

C.  This court  prov ides the serv ices of  it s clerk to act  as mediator in civ il cases w it hout  addit ional compensat ion.
Prior t o the commencement  of  mediat ion any part y  may move to disqualif y  t he mediator f or any reason.  Lit igant s are f ree
to engage in other f orms of  available A DR  outside t he court  w hich w ill not  require any scheduling change in t he t rial and
pret rial schedules.

D.  The follow ing cases are exempt  f rom the prov isions of  t his rule:

1 .  Those in w hich the plaint if f  is proceeding pro se.
2 .   Collect ion and Unit ed States mortgage foreclosure act ions.  
3 .  Social Securit y  appeals.
4 .  A ll mat ters related to bankrupt cy  proceedings, w it h the except ion of  adversary       proceedings.

E.  The court  w ill not  authorize a referral t o arbit rat ion under Sect ion 654  of  t he A lt ernat ive Dispute Resolut ion Act
unless the part ies dismiss the act ion w it hout  prejudice pending the result s of  t he arbit rat ion.

RULE 4  (LR 47 .2 ):  CONTACTING JURORS

No law yer or part y  or person act ing on their behalf  shall contact  any juror serv ing in this court ,  either before or af t er
impanelment ,  w it hout  t he prior permission of  t he t rial judge or magist rate judge.  




